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Star%ng out on 12-16-20, Donner Memorial State Park 

Camp Far West Cemetery Project, 
Johnson Rancho, Burtis Hotel, and 
Emigrant Trail 
Bill Holmes, Committee Chair
The end of 2020 concluded with something very exci@ng and 
posi@ve for the Johnson Ranch Adobe and the WHS. A small 
group of endurance runners turned historians had been 
working with the Donner Summit Historical Society to learn 
more about the Forlorn Hope group of the Donner Party. Tim 
Twietmeyer and Bob Crowley, both renowned Western States 
100-mile runners, worked with Bill Oudegeest, President of 
the Donner Summit Historical Society, for seven years to find 
which route the Forlorn Hope Group (FHG) of the Donner 
Party took from Donner Lake to Johnson’s Ranch near 
Wheatland California in 1846. They researched everything 
they could find on the Donner Party and created a detailed 
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President’s Message 

Welcome to our fourth edition of 
the WHS newsletter!  Due to the 
COVID19 Pandemic, we are 
implementing this as a safe way to 
keep in touch with all of our 
membership.  Officers and 
Committee Chairs have written 
their columns to keep you 
informed of the latest news.  We 
hope that you are safe and enjoy 
the updates in this way.  We do 
have a guest column on local 
history, and we invite all members 
to contribute. 

2021 Board Members 

President: Bart Johnson 
Vice Pres.: Joe Waggershauser 
Secretary: Sandy Gilbert 
Treasurer: Tami Johnson 
Membership: Kristin Tollenaar 
Museum: Pat Camarena 
At Large: Rick Hart 

Future Submissions 

Please send your ideas or guest 
columns to: 

wheatlandhistoricalsociety@gmail.
com 

mailto:wheatlandhistoricalsociety@gmail.com
mailto:wheatlandhistoricalsociety@gmail.com
http://www.wheatlandhistoricalsociety.org
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data base, matching geographical clues and determined the 
most likely route of the FHG. The Forlorn Hope Expedi@on 
(FHE) went out to the field to test their theories and see if 
they could match geography to clues leY by survivors of the 
FHG. You can view this informa@on on their website and blog 
at www.forlornhope.org and specific details of their Expedi@on 
Findings Ra@onale here: h.ps://www.forlornhope.org/
expedi@on-findings-ra@onale/. 

A friend of mine from Nevada County learned of the project 
and put me in touch with Bob Crowley just two weeks before 
the four endurance runners were going to a.empt to travel 
the same route as the original FHG on December 16, 2020. The 
original FHG had leY Donner Lake on December 16, 1846. The 
FHE was hoping to end their trek at the real Johnson Ranch 
Adobe. Bob Crowley, Bart Johnson, Joe Waggershauser and 
myself met at the AKT Ranch and discussed the groups desires. 
We then met with Ranch Manger Francisco Parades who gave 
his  permission for the FHE to end their journey at the ranch 
on Dec. 20th.  

 In an email to me before the expedi@on began Bob Crowley 
wrote, “ It’s so exci@ng and humbling to know we will be 
standing on the very spot the courageous Forlorn Hope 
survivors were brought in the end as well as all those souls 
who risked their lives in the relief efforts to selflessly save 
others. S@ll giving me goosebumps just wri@ng about it”. 
When Tim Twietmeyer stood on the Adobe remains a week 
later he imagined hearing wagons ra.ling and creaking down 
the trail. 

Jennifer Hemmen and Elke Reimer were added to the team for 
a total of four. They were both accomplished endurance 
runners that had run the 100-mile Western States trail. Each of 
the four FHE members carried tribute cards for each of the 
original 15 FHG members. At the end of each day on the trek 
they would discuss the members and what they must have 
experienced. 

At 0700 hours on December 16, 2020 the four members did a 
group huddle, then headed west from the Donner Memorial 
State Park Monument. A storm provided a good, solid, 
covering of snow just like the real Forlorn Hope Group 
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Museum Corner 

Due to COVID 19 concerns,  
Wheatland History Museum is 
closed until further notice while 
we protect the safety of our 
volunteers in this small confined 
space. We encourage you to take 
this time to visit the Wheatland 
Historical Society Facebook 
page or our website at 
wheatlandhistoricalsociety.org 
for information and updates. 

Election Results 

Thank you to everyone who 
voted via email (due to the 
pandemic) for our four 
officer positions that were 
up for election in January 
2021.  We are pleased to 
announce that each of these 
officers were re-elected 
unanimously: 
✦ Secretary - Sandy Gilbert 
✦ Treasurer - Tami Johnson 
✦ Membership Chair - Kristin 

Tollenaar 
✦ Museum Director - Pat 

Camarena  

http://www.forlornhope.org
https://www.forlornhope.org/expedition-findings-rationale/
https://www.forlornhope.org/expedition-findings-rationale/
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experienced. The group wore snowshoes for 20 miles that first 
day, with 80 miles to go. Bart, Joe and I followed the group’s 
progress and were in contact with their support team 
coordinator. 

 
Picture by Keith Su.er, Su.er Photography 

Up over Donner Summit. First Day 

Francisco, Bart, Joe and I made plans for the opening the AKT 
Ranch to support group/family guests and to help FHE find 
their way. Bart flagged the trail across the AKT Ranch and 
no@fied a few key land owners where they turned and went 
across private property. Francisco brought his daughter, son 
and two nieces out to staff the gate and guide the guests to 
the parking area. I made some treat bags to be from the ranch 
for the four endurance runners and coordinated with the 
teams lead support person on guests to let in and when the 
FHE would arrive. Angelo Tsakopoulos planned to a.end, but 
with COVID concerns wisely backed out.  

On December 20th, as planned, Tim, Bob, Jennifer and Elke 
came into view on the ridge above Johnson’s Ranch as the sun 
was sehng and their silhoue.es stood out on the horizon. 
They appeared like giants. The small group of family members, 
support team and several historians were silent as the four 
members solemnly approached the Johnson Ranch Adobe 
ruins. Each member of the expedi@on placed the pictures they 
carried of the FHG on the ground in front of the Johnson 
Ranch Adobe sign. They huddled and then Bob Crowley 
reflected on the struggles of the original FHG members.  The 
crowd applauded, a campfire was lit and everyone relaxed. 
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We Need You! 

Our Webmaster has 
maintained the 
Wheatland Historical 
Society webpage for 10 
years.  She has done a 
great job in keeping 
everyone up to date on 
the historical society’s 
news, but needs to take 
a step back.  If you have 
technical skills, won’t 
you volunteer to help 
us out?   

www.wheatlandhistoricalsociety.org 

wheatlandhistoricalsociety@gmail.com   
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Coming into the Johnson Ranch Adobe 

At one point during the night a guest said, “This site is almost 
holy in its history”. Talking to a couple members of the FHE 
that evening, they said they wept when they saw the green 
grass of the Sacramento Valley. They were thinking of the FHG 
and how it must have felt to see the grass and know Johnson’s 
Ranch was not far. It would be the first structure they had seen 
since Fort Bridger. 

 
Photo by Calder Reid  

The four FHE members Bob Crowley, Tim Twietmeyer, Jennifer 
Hemmen and Elke Reimer 
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Treasurer’s 
Report 
Tami Johnson and Jamie Newman 
A brief update on our Year End 
Financials for 2020:  

• Expenditures =            $1,211.15 

• Deposits =                    $5,186.05* 

*includes CD interest 

Asset Balances: 

• Checking        $1,150.00 

• Savings         $16,607.45 

• CDs                $40,476.77** 

**Both CD’s will mature on 
2-28-21. 

Due to the COVID pandemic, and 
the uncertainty of 2021 events, the 
Board has not yet approved the 
2021 expenditure budgets.  Also, 
please note that most of the 2020 
expenditure budgets were not 
expended due to the cancellation 
of events with stay at home orders. 

Photo by Calder Reid
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Secretary Notes 
Sandy Gilbert 
It pleases me deeply that our membership has voted to 
entrust the current board for another term of office.  
Indeed, while my role as secretary has been merely 
recording the accomplishments of this past year, it is 
tremendously rewarding to witness what the other board 
members have accomplished during the dark days of the 
pandemic.  Collectively they will attest that our member 
Bill Holmes has been a quiet leader in the steadfast 
focus to  develop a monumental historical site to honor 
the Donner Party. This is not to say that our board has 
not also been diligently working with him on the project.  
Others, who will be introduced at a later date, are 
helping too...some names you will instantly recognize. 

As has each of you, our board has had to carry extra 
personal burdens this past year.  Anticipation of a bright 
light at the end of the tunnel and resuming our regular 
meetings is surely motivational.  Meanwhile, please don't 
forget to explore our tremendous website at 
www.wheatlandhistoricalsociety.org  and help by being 
watchful for letters, journals, and artifacts that will benefit 
our growing collection of local history, even as you clean 
your own closets.  If you call me, 530-701-8872, 
provisions will be made to collect them.  

Once again, I wish each of you comfort in 
remembering and embracing the strength and 
convictions of our ancestors.    
With thanks to each of you, Sandy 

Camp Far West Cemetery Project 
Bart Johnson, President
The flags flew over the Camp Far West Cemetery once again on Veteran’s 
Day, 11-11-20.  This American flag once flew over our Nation’s Capitol in 
Washington, DC and was procured by Bill Holmes.  Tami & I donated the 
State and military flags.  The 2nd Infantry  military flag, is the same 
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What is it? 

Do you know what this museum item 
is?   The larger one is 4 1/2 inches 
long and has a celluloid handle and 
the other one is 2 1/2 inches long.  

Stay tuned for the answer! 

The answer to last issue’s item:   
Ginger Jar.  The Chinese used these 
jars to store and transport spices, salt, 
and oils.   When ginger became a chief 
export to the West, the vessels became 
known as “ginger jars”.  First made as 
utilitarian objects (like this one), by the 
19th century the porcelain jars were 
valued more for their beauty than 
storage. 

 

http://www.wheatlandhistoricalsociety.org


Fourth Edition January 28, 2021

design as it was back in 1844.  On Veteran’s Day, Bill Holmes, Jon & 
Jasen Berge, and myself also installed a set of gates to finish off the 
securing of the cemetery.  This will hopefully keep the wandering cows 
from doing 
damage.      My 
family also raised 
the flags on 
1-18-21 in 
remembrance of 
the 174th 
anniversary of the 
date that the 
Forlorn Hope party 
arrived at Johnson’s Rancho and also  
in honor of Martin Luther King Day.  

Membership 
News 
Kristin Tollenaar 
Welcome to the hope and 
promise of a New Year! 

 In light of all that continues to unfold in our research 
and findings on the Emigrant Trail, as well as the many 
other ways we are continuing to promote and preserve 
local history, we HOPE all of you will continue to see the 
value of your support for the Wheatland Historical 
Society in renewing your paid membership when that 
little form arrives in your Inbox!  We  PROMISE to keep 
all of you up to date on the latest in local history.  Thank 
you all so much for your continued support of our 
efforts!  Here’s to a wonderful, safe and healthy 2021 to 
you all!
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Membership 

Welcome BACK! A big thank 
you to those who renewed your 
membership and to our new 
members. 

✦ Aleatha Martin 
✦ Sheryl Peck 
✦ Lora & Albert Powell 
✦ Berge Family 
✦ Ramon & Sue Johnson 
✦ Jan Selter 
✦ Barbara Haskin 

(Waggershauser)—new 
lifetime member! 

✦ Chuck & Diana Phillips 
✦ Sheila Allegret 
✦ Robert Coe, Jr. 

Scheduled Events 

We are anxious to resume our 
activities, and will notify you as 
soon as it is safe to hold events. 
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